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The Traffic Congestion and Bottleneck Crisis in Baghdad
"Diagnosing the Urban Transport System and Drawing Lessons from Regional Experiences"
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introduction:

This study examines the crisis of traffic congestion and bottlenecks in the city
of Baghdad as one of the growing urban problems whose effects are no longer
limited to difficulties in mobility and travel delays, but have extended to the
economy, productivity, fuel consumption, the environment, and quality of life.
The study is based on the analytical premise that the persistence of traffic
congestion, despite the implementation of a number of congestion-relief
projects and the development of several corridors and intersections, indicates
that the problem is not solely related to a shortage of roads, but rather reflects a
broader imbalance within the urban transport system, particularly in the
relationship between travel demand, road network capacity, public
transportation, urban planning, and traffic management.

The study adopts a descriptive, analytical, and comparative approach by
diagnosing the major factors contributing to congestion in Baghdad and then
examining the experiences of four regional cities: Cairo, Tehran, Istanbul, and
Mashhad. The purpose is not to directly replicate their experiences, but rather to
identify the tools and policies that can be adapted to Baghdad's specific
circumstances. The comparison reveals that Cairo offers an important lesson in
expanding public transportation, while Tehran highlights the importance of
combining infrastructure development with demand management for private
vehicles. Istanbul demonstrates the value of integration among different modes
of transportation, whereas Mashhad provides valuable experience in managing
exceptional traffic flows associated with major religious visits and large-scale
events.

The study concludes that addressing Baghdad's traffic crisis requires a shift
from focusing on relieving congestion at specific locations toward managing
the urban transport system as an integrated whole. This can be achieved through
developing public transportation, improving road network management,
restoring lost road capacity caused by illegal and disorderly parking and
stopping, regulating commercial vehicle movement, developing traffic signal
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and data systems, managing demand for private vehicles, integrating urban
planning with traffic planning, and establishing an institutional framework for
managing major events. The study also proposes a phased implementation
pathway that begins with urgent measures to improve the efficiency of the
existing network, proceeds to the development of public transportation and
integration among different transport modes, and ultimately advances toward
major public transportation projects in the long term. It further recommends
adopting indicators to measure the actual outcomes of traffic policies rather
than relying solely on the number of projects implemented.

Keywords: Traffic congestion, traffic bottlenecks, urban transportation,
Baghdad, public transportation, travel demand management, urban planning,
traffic management.
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	أزمة الازدحام والاختناقات المرورية في بغداد
	This study examines the crisis of traffic congestion and bottlenecks in the city of Baghdad as one of the growing urban problems whose effects are no longer limited to difficulties in mobility and travel delays, but have extended to the economy, productivity, fuel consumption, the environment, and quality of life. The study is based on the analytical premise that the persistence of traffic congestion, despite the implementation of a number of congestion-relief projects and the development of several corridors and intersections, indicates that the problem is not solely related to a shortage of roads, but rather reflects a broader imbalance within the urban transport system, particularly in the relationship between travel demand, road network capacity, public transportation, urban planning, and traffic management.
	The study adopts a descriptive, analytical, and comparative approach by diagnosing the major factors contributing to congestion in Baghdad and then examining the experiences of four regional cities: Cairo, Tehran, Istanbul, and Mashhad. The purpose is not to directly replicate their experiences, but rather to identify the tools and policies that can be adapted to Baghdad's specific circumstances. The comparison reveals that Cairo offers an important lesson in expanding public transportation, while Tehran highlights the importance of combining infrastructure development with demand management for private vehicles. Istanbul demonstrates the value of integration among different modes of transportation, whereas Mashhad provides valuable experience in managing exceptional traffic flows associated with major religious visits and large-scale events.
	The study concludes that addressing Baghdad's traffic crisis requires a shift from focusing on relieving congestion at specific locations toward managing the urban transport system as an integrated whole. This can be achieved through developing public transportation, improving road network management, restoring lost road capacity caused by illegal and disorderly parking and stopping, regulating commercial vehicle movement, developing traffic signal
	الدرس الأساسي لبغداد
	الأداة أو المجال الأبرز
	المدينة
	توفير بديل فعلي عن المركبة الخاصة
	النقل الجماعي
	القاهرة
	معالجة العرض والطلب بصورة متوازية
	إدارة الطلب والنقل الجماعي
	طهران
	التخطيط المسبب للحركة الجماهيرية
	إدارة المناسبات والتدفقات الاستثنائية
	مشهد


